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PORTSMOUTH — Several hundred people turned out Wednesday afternoon to celebrate

the long-wished-for official opening of the New Hampshire Seacoast Greenway, which is

more commonly known as the rail trail.

Local officials and scores of bike-riding enthusiasts joined Gov. Chris Sununu and others

to applaud the opening of the roughly 8-mile section of the trail from Portsmouth to the

Hampton/North Hampton border.

The event included the official ribbon cutting on the trail, which is located next to the city’s

new skate park off Route 33.

Attendees listened to a series of speeches during the event late Wednesday afternoon as

bikers rode by through the woods on the trail’s stone dust surface.

David Allen, Portsmouth’s former deputy city manager and a board member of the New

Hampshire Seacoast Greenway Alliance, said volunteers and area officials have been

working since 2007 to make the project a reality.

“There were lots of meetings with a lot of people, a lot of ideas, a lot of effort before finally

the dam broke open,” Allen said Wednesday afternoon. “It’s awesome to see this today.”

The rail trail runs on what used to be an abandoned stretch of Pan Am Railways track.

“My wife and I rode down here this morning to the Air Field Café for breakfast, and we

passed dozens of people, walkers, bikers, runners. It’s going to be very well used, it’s

already very well used,” Allen said.
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Sununu said “It’s not just a rail trail, it’s really a huge part of the community.”

He added the trail is a “huge opportunity, not just for recreation, but this is going to be

part of a trail where people are actually commuting on it. By getting people off the roads,

it’s exactly what you want to see when you talk about investment and everyone coming

together. It increases property values, and there’s recreational aspects for everybody.

“Every single family can be out here taking advantage of this,” Sununu added.

He credited the work that went into the rail trail, stating “it’s not just here for a couple of

years, this is going to be here for the next 100 years for people to enjoy.”

More local news: Novocure hailed for 'new ways to cure cancer' in Portsmouth

downtown opening

Sununu agreed the trail represents another Portsmouth tourist attraction, but stressed

“it’s a property enhancement attraction.”

“So when people look at where they want to move their families, they look do they have

rail trails, do they have open space, do they have other recreational opportunities,” he said.

“Rail trails 20 years ago were a footnote, and now they’re a headline in terms of what

people are looking for.”

Mayor Deaglan McEachern praised the project for “bringing different communities

together.”

He said that as a parent of two young daughters, “I’ve already been on the trail a ton with

them.”

McEachern called the turnout for Wednesday’s celebration and grand opening “amazing.”

“It’s a testament to just giving the people the ability to do what they want to do,”

McEachern said. “It's a really big deal and I think the amount of people who are here today

is an example of … just how many folks are going to use it.

“I don’t think I’ve ever come to a more well attended ribbon cutting than this, and that’s
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because people are going to use it and they’re going to love it,” he added.

New Hampshire Department of Transportation Commissioner Bill Cass said the New

Hampshire Seacoast Greenway will run all the way through Seabrook when it’s completed.

He stressed the collaboration that went into the rail trail project, stating, “We ended up

working with all the communities on the corridor.

“I’m very pleased to say this is not the end, this is just the beginning,” he added.

The more than 3-mile stretch that runs in Portsmouth will take people on routes

throughout Portsmouth, Allen said, including underneath Route 33.

“It’s pretty much in the woods, there’s some real beautiful areas, like when you go through

the Great Bog,” Allen said. “But you’re also in some backyards and through some

neighborhoods. There’s a stretch that runs parallel to Islington Street, but a lot of it feels

like you’re deep in the woods for sure.”

The New Hampshire Seacoast Greenway is New Hampshire’s portion of the East Coast

Greenway, which is envisioned as a non-motorized, multi-use trail extending 3,000 miles

from Maine to Florida, connecting major cities, small town and natural areas all along the

Eastern Seaboard.

“Here in New Hampshire the trail will provide a safe transportation corridor, a linear park

and an economic catalyst for Seacoast communities” said Seth McNally, president of the

nonprofit NH Seacoast Greenway Alliance.

The next phase of the trail is in design currently and will extend another 1.6 miles through

downtown Hampton.

The remaining 4.5 miles through Seabrook, Hampton Falls and the south end of Hampton

are currently scheduled for construction in 2030 and 2032.
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Planning for the New Hampshire Seacoast Greenway has been led by Rockingham

Planning Commission and the New Hampshire Seacoast Greenway Alliance.

NH Seacoast Greenway rail trail is open https://www.seacoastonline.com/story/news/local/2024/09/05/nh-seacoa...

4 of 4 9/5/2024, 2:45 PM


